
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
May 23, 2017 
 
 
Jeff Brasher 
Gainesville ISD 
800 S Morris St 
Gainesville, TX 76240 
 
Dear Superintendent Brasher: 
 
This letter is to inform you that the application for 2017-2018 designation of Gainesville STEAM 
Academy has been provisionally approved by the Texas Education Agency (TEA).   
 
Provisional Designation is awarded to campuses for a period of one school year, during which 
time the campus may operate as T-STEM Academy.  Provisional Designation is designed to: 
 

• provide additional time for schools to make required changes to T-STEM Academy 
Blueprint design elements  

• allow the proposed T-STEM Academy to demonstrate its ability to fully and appropriately 
implement its plan in keeping with the core principles of the T-STEM Initiative  

• allow schools that have not been in operation as a T-STEM Academy for a full-year an 
opportunity to report student enrollment and testing data   

 
Provisional Designation allows academies to access professional development, receive 
technical assistance, and participate in the network of T-STEM Academies. 
 
The attached Blueprint Focus document provides specific focus areas for designees in their first 
year of implementation. The assigned T-STEM Leadership Coach will schedule a meeting prior 
to the start of the 2017-2018 school year to review the Blueprint Focus document and assist 
during this first year of designation. 
 
As a reminder, all designated T-STEM campuses must: 

• serve students in grades 9-12 (or a plan to scale up to grade 12) and may serve grades 
6, 7, and 8 

• implement during the 2017-2018 school year 
• support all students to graduate high school with four years of math, four years of 

science, four years of STEM electives, an endorsement (with a primary focus on STEM 
endorsements), certifications/licensures, and a Performance Acknowledgement 

• accurately report student enrollment on the PEIMS indicator during submissions 1 (fall 
snapshot), 3, and 4. Submission data must be in alignment with information provided to 
TEA in the 2017-2018 designation application (see attached document). Designation 
status can be put at risk for inaccurate reporting 

Thank you for Gainesville ISD’s hard work and dedication in providing STEM opportunities for 
students so they may accelerate their learning and graduate from high school prepared for the 
post-secondary path of their choosing. 
 
 


